Dear Prime Minister,

CC: Treasurer Swan and Senator Wong

I am writing to you about the issue of climate change, specifically the global climate finance needed to assist developing nations.

Developing countries have contributed the least to the climate crisis we face, but are the ones being hardest hit by its impacts.  For this reason, historically high polluting developed nations like Australia have an obligation to do more. And this assistance must be in addition to the existing Aid Budget if we are to avoid worsening poverty (including health, education and good governance outcomes). We have the moral obligation and financial capacity to do more.

At the recent UN climate summit and G20 meeting, it was disappointing that the Australian Government along with the G20 failed to make any new constructive announcements on this critical issue of climate financing for developing nations. Without fair and substantive funding to enable developing nations commence mitigation and adaptation programs to reverse climate change and its impacts, any future UN climate treaty is likely to fail.

The Rudd Government has to take a lead on climate finance. Recent reports give Australia a poor climate change "report card". This includes one from risk assessment company Maplecroft, who list Australia as the largest global per capita carbon emitter. By pushing for fair and comprehensive climate finance provisions before Copenhagen, Australia can do much to regain our reputation as a leader on combating climate change.

It is crucial that the Australian Government make a commitment on climate finance well before the Copenhagen talks at the end of the year, and that Australia makes clear that:

1. In total, developed countries need to provide at least AUD$187 billion annually to fund emissions reductions and adaptation in developing countries. 

2. We need a global mitigation and financing mechanism that incorporates the "polluter pays" principle that will generate the scale of funding that is necessary to meet the adaptation and mitigation costs in poor countries.  

3. Developing countries should receive funding for emission reductions and adaptation plans in line with their capability to fund poverty reduction and development.

4. Contributions from wealthy developed nations to international climate finance for mitigation and adaptation in developing countries must be additional to promised overseas development aid.

It's time for Australia to step up, end our silence, and commit to a strong, fair and binding climate treaty that incorporates adequate climate financing for developing nations. Without this commitment, the future looks bleak.

I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,
